
Rabbi Elliot

In July, President Barak Obama and 
former President George W. Bush spoke 
together at a memorial service for 
the four slain police officers in Dallas, 
Texas. They both offered powerful 
and comforting words, but I was 
particularly touched by a quote from 
President Bush’s eulogy:

“At times, it seems like the forces pulling 
us apart are stronger than the forces binding us together. Argument 
turns too easily into animosity. Disagreement escalates too quickly into 
dehumanization. Too often we judge other groups by their worst examples, 
while judging ourselves by our best intentions.”

These words moved me on many levels. First they struck me as 
familiar and true. I see this pattern of judging others particularly 
those with whom we disagree by their very worst attributes 
and actions, while judging ourselves and our allies by our best 
intentions, as something that continually invades and distorts 
communal discussion. It is surely present during elections cycles 
and is part the ongoing pattern of polarization and divisiveness 
in political discourse. This pattern leads to painful stumbling 
blocks that inhibit our ability to freely speak about peace and 
security in Israel. But this tendency is also present in our most 
intimate relationships as we pigeon hole even those we love 
into roles shaped less by their actions and more by our desire to 
defend our own intentions while amplifying their failures. 

In reading this quote, I was also surprised to find myself so 
moved by words spoken by President George W. Bush. Though 
it is certainly appropriate to hold Presidents to the very highest 
of standards, I know that I am guilty of judging President Bush 
almost exclusively based on what I would consider his worst 
examples. I was so thankful that he had spoken these words, 
that I had read them, and that by reading them I was forced to 
confront my pattern of judging President Bush by his worst 
moments. In acknowledging how much I appreciated these 
words I was able to step slightly away from President Bush as 
a two dimensional caricature and consider him more multi-
dimensionally as a person who has dedicated much of his life to 
public service. 
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The new year 5,777 begins with 
Erev Rosh Hashanah on Sunday 
Oct. 2nd at sunset.  And so it’s 
time to ask that age-old question 
what happened to the summer?  Ah 
well… I hope you all had some fun, 
rest and relaxation over the last 
couple of months.  Personally, I spent 
a good deal of time in the woods of Vermont 
jumping into cold swimming holes.  Is there any greater joy than 
that?  

From a BK business point of view, it’s kind of nice the holidays 
come ‘late’ this year.  Instead of scrambling to get everything ready 
right after Labor Day, we’ve got till the end of the month to start 
scrambling…  Just kidding.  We are actually pretty organized with 
Stuart and Alina on top of things working with our high holiday 
coordinators Don Rifkin and Clair Goldberg to make sure we are 
ready to come together once again to reaffirm our Jewish faith and 
heritage.  Our Rabbis are busy preparing the spiritual message. 
And as usual, many of you will be involved in helping us make the 
prayers and the singing, the shofar blowing, the teaching, the Yom 
Kippur offerings, the ushering, the speechifying, the setting up 
and breaking down, as successful and meaningful as has become 
the norm at BK under our rabbinic leadership.  Of course we 
can always use more help and there is always an opportunity to 
participate in some aspect of the service.  Please contact Don or 
Clair, Peter Herbst, Zach Lipner, Rabbi Elliott or Rabbi Ariann and 
let them know how you’d like to be involved.

The coming of autumn is also a time of transition at Bnai Keshet.  
Much of the board, including myself, will turn over as we fully 
adopt a ‘staggered’ model of incoming and outgoing board 
members as designed by the leadership development committee 
under the guidance and intelligence of Craig Levine and Laura 
Gelman. The Bet Midrash begins and there’ll be a new a crop of 
Bar and Bat Mitvahs.  We have a dynamic new teen leader, Gary 
Kaufman, who will continue the important work begun last 
year, under the direction of Rabbi Ariann and the persistence of 
our outgoing VP of Education Cynthia Green, in establishing a 
program for our high school kids that keeps them connected to 
our community and the values we share.  

photo by Dan Epstein
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Finally, I couldn’t help but to notice that hidden in his words 
were a kind of pre-Rosh Hashanah, mussar practice (mussar 
is a Jewish tradition dedicated to strengthening our ethical 
behavior and traits).  The Days of Awe are meant to inspire 
us to do just the opposite of this tendency. We are to judge 
ourselves paying close attention to our worst mistakes and 
judge others by their best intentions. During this period we 
force ourselves to pay attention to areas in our own behavior 
that are in need of improvement. We think seriously about 
even our micro-transgressions. We are also encouraged to be 
generous in our thinking about others and to work towards 
forgiveness.

This isn’t easy. It requires humility and strength. It requires 
us to sit with discomfort of our own actions. It requires love 
and compassion not only directed towards others but notably 
directed at our own fragile hearts. But often when we notice 
our own complicity in patterns of negative behavior and 
equally the positive intentions of others, we open up space for 
change. This kind of changing allows us to turn towards new 
paradigms and let go of old narratives. This is the core of the 
teshuva – change work we are called to do at this season.

I look forward to doing this work with you and wish you 
Leshanah Tovah!
                                                                           –Rabbi Elliott
  

Rabbi Elliot continuedCo-Presidents continued

Speaking of values, autumn brings back the annual LOV 
campaign, with Michael Solomon taking the reins from Andy 
Schmeltz and working with our tireless and effective VP of 
Development Max Polaner to help keep us financially in the 
black.  Over the last couple of years we’ve made great strides in 
our fiscal management thanks in large part to the leadership and 
steady hand of Brian Saltzmann, our VP of finance.  The endless 
work of inreach and outreach thoughtfully managed by Jennifer 
Atkins and Alvaro Donado, our outgoing VPs of membership, will 
continue to be a priority for the board.  So too will our efforts in 
Tikkun Olam, creatively spearheaded by Noemi Giszpenc who 
had little trouble getting the board to endorse “B’tselem Elohim” 
(in the image of God) as our spiritual theme for the year.  This will 
surely help keep the momentum going in our work with Syrian 
Refugees led by Kate McCaffrey, Melina McCall and Roberta 
Elliott, as well as our efforts to understand and combat racism in 
the workshops begun by Noemi last year.  True to our forefather 
Jacob we will keep wrestling with God, armed with the courage 
and integrity exemplified by our outgoing VP of Religious Life, 
Margo Bloom, as we continue to find meaning and relevance 
in the Torah and the rituals of our ancestors even if we change a 
thing or two now and then.   

There is so much more I’d like to point out about the work we do 
and the people who do it.  I mean Ellen Kolba, Beth Fuqua, Susan 
Ladov and the work of the Chesed committee! Ultimately isn’t 
that what we’re all about?  Loving kindness-- being there for one 
another.  When I reflect on my two years as co-president I can’t 
help but think of all the good people in our community and how 
fortunate and proud I am to be a member of our synagogue.  And 
is there anyone more caring and diligent than Dinah Hendon?  
Our outgoing VP of communications, she kept us honest in our 
messaging and provided wise counsel those few difficult times 
that invariably come up in the life of a synagogue.  And speaking 
of wise counsel, having Jeremy Brown and Rich Freedman to 
call on when needed was truly a godsend.  And how great and 
encouraging it was to have Sha Lepore and Carol Schlitt; Melissa 
Polaner, Aya Izraely-Levi and Don Rifkin as part of the leadership 
this past year.  And of course Melody Kimmel, whose wit and 
optimism one can always rely on.  I thank all these people and the 
many others who contributed their time and energy making my 
experience as co-president one that I will always treasure.

But without a doubt, I am most grateful that I was able to serve in 
this role with my dear friend Liz Lipner.  A few of the important 
things I learned and re-learned from Liz when it comes to 
managing a synagogue: listen to and have faith in the people you 
serve with; never miss an opportunity to say thank you;  lead by 
example; look for the positive; downplay the negative; be gracious 
and always serve refreshments!  So let me emphatically say Thank 
You Liz for your friendship and leadership.  And let me assure 
our incoming co-president, Howard Kerbel, that he’s got the best 
person to partner with as we head into the new year.  

LeShana Tovah and I look forward to seeing you in shul.
                                                                                 –Marty Fellner

The Yahrzeit Wall
The Yahrzeit Wall in Bnai Keshet’s sanctuary was 
designed specifi cally to incorporate the organic 
decor and materials that grace our space.  It will 
serve as a memorial for our loved ones, honoring 
their memory and including them as a permanent 
presence and inspiration within our community.  
We  invite you to join us in commemorating your 
loved ones.  

Visit www.bnaikeshet.org for more information.



3

Elul  5776

Rabbi Ariann

A well-known teaching about aging 
from Pirkei Avot, the Sayings of the 
Fathers (~200CE):

Yehuda ben Taima used to say: At 
five [one should begin the study of] 
Torah; at ten, Mishna; at thirteen 
[one becomes obligated in] the 
commandments; at fifteen, the 
study of Talmud; at eighteen the 
wedding canopy; at twenty to pursue work; at thirty strength; at 
forty understanding; at fifty counsel; at sixty old age; at seventy 
fullness of years; at eighty spiritual strength; at ninety bending 
over; at one hundred it is as if he has died and passed on from the 
world (Pirkei Avot 5:25).

I love teaching this text to both children and adults.  Where do 
you place yourself in this list?  If you are forty, do you feel you 
have some understanding of the world?  If you are eighty, do 
you feel spiritually strong?  One thing you might notice is that 
younger ages are associated with doing and achieving, while 
older ages, beginning at 30, are associated with becoming and 
being.  Although I think we are much more open to the idea 
these days that children and young adults are in a meaningful life 
stage that should be explored, that these life stages aren’t simply 
preparation for older life stages, the structures of our society are 
still mostly about training children in preparation for adulthood.  

Or, you could understand this another way, as references to the 
capacities and innate wisdom of each age - the age of five is an 
age of hearing and retaining things just as they are said to you - a 
talent particularly needed perhaps to study Torah, which might 
dissipate as we age.  The peculiar talent of preschoolers and 
early elementary students to repeat exactly what you said back 
to you, providing a mirror of your own worst self sometimes, 
is an incredible intellectual strength required to master the 
complexities of the world.  Ten is an age when you are able to 
generalize from the particular, to see the wider picture, to flesh 
out similarities and differences, but you still aren’t too distracted 
by all the grey areas of the world.  It’s a great age for learning the 
heuristics that should rule your worldview.

Fifteen is an age when you can hold multiple viewpoints in 
mind, understand them all to be essentially correct, yet choose a 
particular path for yourself.  It is the age of developing the ability 
to argue your own point of view and also to see the world from 
others’ points of view.  

Eighteen is the age of romantic love coupled with the feeling of 
invincibility; despite the possibility that romantic relationships 
might fail, you are excited to jump into them.  Twenty is the age 
of ambition and drive, of being unfulfilled with just doing enough 
and of always striving to do more.

Do the older stages still resonate?  At 40, understanding - you’ve 
been in a career for several years, but maybe your best learning 
is still coming from the mentoring of others and from building 
sensitivity to and understanding of the world around you; if you 
have children, you’re in a period where you need to exercise the 
greatest understanding.

At 50 - let’s say you have young adult children, a great time to 
be good at giving wise counsel.  In your work, you are a trusted 
expert, others come to you for advice.

At 80 - spiritual strength. What does that mean? Studies show 
that people in their 80s are the happiest, is that spiritual strength?  
How is spiritual strength different from physical strength?  Is it 
an extra ability to reflect and learn from one’s actions?  Does it 
mean extra forbearance and patience?  Does it mean an extra 
dose of lovingkindness poured out over others?  Is it an extra 
measure of hope, having seen the way the world has moved 
along and built itself over the past 80 years?  An extra measure of 
knowing where things fit in the world, of really “knowing one’s 
place”?  Is it an enhanced ability to forgive yourself and others for 
their imperfect humanity and our own?  

As my oldest goes off to kindergarten and we begin a new year 
of learning at all ages, I am excited to see the wisdom we as a 
community will continue to develop across all stages and phases 
of life.  

Member Menshenings
Jessica de Koninck’s first full-length collection of poetry, 
Cutting Room, has been published by Terrapin Books. Jessica’s 
poems have previously appeared in such journals as The Apple 
Valley Review, Valparaiso Poetry Review, Paterson Literary 
Review, US 1 Worksheets, and The Ledge. Her work has also 
appeared in several anthologies, including The Doll Collection 
(Terrapin Books, 2016), The Widow’s Handbook (Kent State 
University Press), and Regrets Only: Contemporary Poets on 
the Theme of Regret (Little Pear Press) and she earlier authored 
the chapbook, Repairs (Finishing Line Press).  She has received 
numerous Pushcart Prize nominations and has been finalist 
for the Doobler Prize, the Ledge Prize, and the Raynes Prize. 
Jessica will read from her collection at Watchung Books on 
Wed., Sept. 21 from 7-8 p.m.  and at the Caldwell Library on 
Nov. 10 from 6:30-8p.m.

Roberta Elliott won first prize in Social Justice Reporting 
in the Rockower Awards, the competition for excellence in 
Jewish Journalism, for her piece in the winter edition of Lilith 
Magazine, “In Vienna with Syrian Refugees.” 

Roberta subsequently was in Greece in early June volunteering 
in refugee camps and published an article in the Forward: 
“What I Learned Volunteering in Greece”: http://forward.
com/community/opinion/world/344275/what-i-learned-
volunteering-with-refugees-in-greece/
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Bnai Keshet’s Hesed Committee
There’s so much going on at Bnai Keshet that we sometimes 
miss things that could be important to us. Here’s one that is 
often overlooked: the Hesed Committee. You should know 
about this committee for two reasons: because you might need 
its services someday or because you might want to volunteer to 
help provide services for others. 

The Hesed Committee organizes help for members of Bnai 
Keshet who are in need for some reason—illness, a death in 
the family, or other personal or family crisis. In the past year, 
we’ve taken people to see doctors, therapists, and surgeons. 
We’ve delivered meals, stocked people’s freezers, and taken 
them grocery shopping. We’ve helped those who have had to 
reorganize their lives because of economic difficulties, and 
visited those who are house-bound while recovering from illness 
or accidents. And sometimes we get to help out on a joyful 
occasion like the birth of a new baby.

What do we need you to do? 

 •  Let us know whether you need help of any kind. The   
  more lead time you can give us, the better. But we can   
  also respond  to emergencies.

 •  Let us know whether you would like to join our group   
    of volunteers. You will receive an e-mail with a description  
    of the kind of help that’s needed and, usually, the URL for   
    a signup sheet.

To let us know that you or someone else needs help or to 
volunteer to be a helper, please contact us via e-mail:

 Ellen Kolba emkolba@aol.com 
 Susan Ladov nsladov@aol.com 
 Beth Fuqua QUABEL4@aol.com

Getting to Know Toni’s Kitchen
One block North from BK, our neighbors at St. Luke’s run Toni’s Kitchen. When we bring in non-
perishable food donations, that’s where they go. But it is much more than a soup kitchen, and there are 
many more ways we have gotten involved.

During our Passover Seder at BK, we called on our members to help Toni’s Kitchen Backpack 
program. Poverty in families can be especially devastating. Toni’s Kitchen connects with low-income 
families in the community through tutoring programs, mentoring and counseling groups, and 
summer camps. They have developed an extensive backpack program to provide healthy food at these 
gatherings to help improve family nutrition while preserving respect and dignity.

For more info about the backpack program, see http://tk.slechurch.org/backpack-outreach-
program/ 

Toni’s Kitchen has a podcast and you can hear more about what goes on by tuning in to: http://
tk.slechurch.org/listening-in-the-kitchen-a-tonis-kitchen-podcast/.

–Yael Silverberg-Urian and Noemi Giszpenc

BK Helps Syrian Refugees
If you were at the BK Christmas dinner or the second seder, 
you know that Bnai Keshet supports Syrian refugees arriving 
in New Jersey. And with New Americans resettling in Jersey 
City and Elizabeth every week, BK has continued its support 
- most recently with a school supply drive. Over the course of 
three days, BKers dug deep and generously donated everything 
from brand new backpacks to notebooks and pens & pencils 
to sporting goods - anything a young refugee would need at an 
American school! The drive, organized by Roberta Elliott and 
Yael Silverberg-Urian, with help from Noemi Giszpenc, insured 
that some 20 kids started school in this country for the first 
time well supplied!

Sorting school supplies for distribution to Syrian refugee kids 
in Jersey City and Elizabeth are Yael Silverberg-Urian, Roberta 
Elliott and Huda Shanawani, who was born in Syria and has 
been organizing volunteer activities to benefit refugees 
arriving in NJ.

              - Roberta Elliott 
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Interfaith Hospitality Network at BK  - 5776/2016 Edition

Fifty-two is the number of cards in a full deck.  It is also the number of weeks in a secular calendar year.  More importantly, it is the 
total number of Bnai Keshet members and staff who responded to email blasts, the BK website and our personal appeals, and signed on 
to participate in some way during our week of hosting four families from the Interfaith Hospitality Network of Essex County.  

Much playing of card games was done this past week and hosting IHN families is a bit like the card game 52 Pick Up.  Many tasks need 
to be done and at first it seems overwhelming. But just as a full deck in disarray on the floor gets picked up one card at a time, member 
by member the slots on the SignUpGenius are filled and we have enough hands on deck to welcome our guests.

Without each of our 52 volunteers taking some time from their busy lives during one of the 52 weeks in the year, we could not have 
provided food, shelter, a laundry run and friendly conversation with five adults, two teens, and seven children ages twelve, nine, six, 
five, three, two and one.  It was especially gratifying to see so many of BK’s young members joining their parents and playing with our 
younger guests.  This year I believe also marked the first time that a Bet Midrash teacher joined us.  

We are extremely grateful to the following members of Bnai Keshet and staff who helped in so many ways to make our week of hosting 
successful:

Kevin & Tobias Fried; Ellen & Marshall Kolba; Jane Susswein; Linda Fisher; Jen & Samara Zinman; Craig & Cal Levine; Ital Kamil; 
Lisanne Renner; Noemi Giszpenc; Yael, and Tacy Silverberg-Urian; Cathy, Jon, Jesse & Maddie Grupper; Jill Jeszeck; Howard & Griffin 
Kerbel; Aviva Schein & Steve Rich; Alice Heeger; Mindy Rosenthal; Liz Lipner; Lisa Brennan & Judah Raab; Freyda & Alan Lazarus; 
Janet Berman; Ivy & Charlotte Fischer; Faye & Adi Lederman; Ruth, Alisha & Cameron Davis; Jessica Gidal; Clair Goldberg & Louis 
Brown; Betty Murphy; Lauren Wasserman; Susan Youdovin; Judy Levey; Alina Leonardo; Stuart Brown; Rabbi Ariann; Cindy Herman.

In addition to BK volunteers, we were also happy to have Amelia Lake, one of Jen Zinman’s students, and Gracie Fitzgerald, an eight-
year-old friend of Jane Susswein, join us this year.

We could not have made Red Gables a welcoming place for our guests without your time, energy and presence.  Whether you hung 
shades on the bedroom windows, prepared and schlepped stuff up from the basement, prepared and served a meal, shopped for or 
donated supplies or made a financial contribution to defray the cost of groceries and supplies, played with children, hung out talking 
with the families, drove to the laundromat, took the overnight shift, or did some post-hosting clean up, each one of you helped us make 
our guests feel cared for. 

When I put Rabbi Elliott on the spot and out of the blue asked if the number 52 had any significance in Gematria., he could not think of 
one immediately.  He did, however have a way of getting to 52.  Adonai /G-d is 26 plus ahava / love is 13 plus  ehad /one equals 52.  

TODAH RABAH AND  YASHER KOACH TO ALL 52 OF YOU for joining together as one to serve G-d by welcoming 
and showing love to our guests! 

–Beth Fuqua & Anne Gelman & Jane Susswein

Feeling inspired to learn more, to get involved during our host week NEXT summer, or to support IHN in 
other ways throughout the year?  Here’s how!

 • Send an email to Beth Fuqua at QUABEL4@aol.com asking to be added to the IHN Signup Genius email   
  blast.

 • Respond to those email blasts, not only to sign up for our host week, but also to those that ask for donations of school  
  supplies, groceries for Thanksgiving meals, support for other congregations that are hosting, etc.

 • Attend IHN’s Annual Fundraising Breakfast at Mayfair Farms in West Orange on Thursday, October 20   
  from 7:45 – 9:00 AM. It is an informative and inspiring event that ends precisely on time.  Although it is a fundraiser, the  
  breakfast is free and guests are not required to make a donation, though it is hoped they will.  If you’d like to attend or host 
  a table, call Beth Fuqua at  973-783-6573.

 • As soon as we choose and announce next summer’s host week, mark it on your calendar.  

 • Like and Follow IHN on Facebook www.facebook.com/IHNEssex?fref=ts 
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It’s The 5777 Living Our Values (LOV) Campaign, and this year’s theme is OneLOV.
In a world filled with division and conflict, one of the things we value most is being able to find a place to come together in community.  
For many of us, that place is BK.  It doesn’t mean we always agree – in fact, it is often the opposite!  But it does mean that BK is a place, 
no matter where we come from or what we believe, we are welcomed with open arms and always treated with respect, engagement 
and, yes, love.

The LOV (Living Our Values) campaign is how we make sure that BK is always there for us as that kind of special place.  A fact of life 
at BK and other synagogues is that while dues and tuition cover many costs, roughly 10% must come from donations.  For BK, this 
means an additional $100,000 annually.  Our Board has worked hard for years to keep our budget lean while preserving the things we 
care most about, like our sliding scale dues structure, the strength of our Rabbinic leadership and professional staff, and the many, many 
programs we host that so often are all about seeking better understanding and uncovering the common values that bind our diverse 
community. 

In the past, an annual campaign was not a part of BK’s culture.  While many have given very generously in times of need, it is only in the 
last few years that we have begun to build a tradition of ongoing support that is essential for us to achieve the security and sustainability 
that we all want BK to have as an enduring institution. 

And so our focus for these first few years continues to be on participation.  In the first year, 25% of members gave to LOV.  In the 
second year, that number grew to 34%.  And last year, the momentum really started to build, and we crossed the milestone of having 
over 50% of members participate in amounts large and small. 

We hope that this year we shatter that record and that every member of BK will consider making a contribution, no matter whether it is 
$18 or $18,000.  And so our theme is OneLOV – with the goal of having everyone take part in securing BK’s future.  We’ll be in touch 
during the High Holidays and will conclude the campaign in December.  Have a wonderful start to fall, and we’ll all soon get together 
and feel alright!

- Max Polaner and Michael Solomon, Co-Chairs of LOV

New Members
Josie, Brian, and Ian Harris relocated this summer from the Upper West Side of Manhattan to 
Montclair. Brian grew up in the UK and Josie in Bucks County, PA. Ian will be starting 7th grade at 
Mount Hebron/Buzz Aldrin Middle School and the zayin class in the Beit Midrash in September.  
He has spent his entire life in the city and is adjusting to the relative calm, quiet life of suburbia. 
Passionate followers of international soccer, Ian and Brian are obsessed with Manchester United.  
BK immediately felt comfortable when Josie and Ian visited in the spring. (Gaga pit for break from 
Hebrew School - what could be better than that?!!) They are eager to get involved in our vibrant 
community.  

Faye Lederman is a documentary fi lmmaker and producer whose work covers feminist, Jewish 
and social issue subjects. Alongside her own independent fi lms, she freelances in development 

production/grant writing, and fi eld producing for other fi lmmakers. Jeremy Nacht is a graphic 
designer who works in print, web and animation. He enjoys collaborating with fi lmmakers and 

other creative types to help them express their visions. They have two girls – Adi, age 6 and Lielle, 
age 2 – who love gymnastics and painting. Adi attends Edgemont School and she’s excited to start 
Beit Midrash this fall. The Ledermans/Nachts moved to Montclair last year and were happy to join 

BK just before attending the most recent retreat. 

Lisa Hoffman and her daughters, Stella (12) and Marni (10) Shepard moved to Verona in July. 
Transplants from Park Slope, Lisa knew instinctively that Bnai Keshet was right for her and her family. 
No need for the Prospective Member Meeting for her! She’s lived in the City for 30 years and is looking 
forward to a new rhythm of life now in the burbs.  For the past 26 years, Lisa owned her own business, 
Solo Fitness & Wellness specializing in working with people with chronic diseases, in particular cancer.  
She is a two-time published author. Lisa is now the Special Initiatives Project Manager at the Parkinson’s 
Foundation in NYC.

Pat Atkins has lived her entire life (78 years) in the Chicago area but she has spent the last 30 years 
commuting to Montclair and NYC to see her children and grandchildren. After much cajoling by her kids, she is 

relocating to the east coast to take advantage of all that NYC and nearby Montclair have to offer and, of course, 
to be closer to her family. Pat is a voracious reader, a committed non-professional pianist, and a perpetual 

student, thirsty for cultural and intellectual pursuits and always eager to meet new people. She is very excited 
to become a part of the Bnai Keshet community as she embarks on this new adventure.  
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This year every member and staff member 
will receive a baby bear fi lled with delicious 
local organic honey. Everyone will also receive 
a personalized greeting indicating 
everyone who made a donation in their name.

Participate in the 
HoneyPot 
Rosh Hashanah 
Fundraiser by 
going to 
www.bnaikeshet.
org/honeypot

Prayerbook

Donating a prayerbook is a wonderful way to keep our 
supply fresh and growing. A bookplate with your name 
will be placed in the book you donate. Check the web for 
designs.

 Siddur - $36
 Humash - $54
 High Holy Day Mahzor - $72

Ways to make your donation:

1) Go to the Bnai Keshet website, bnaikeshet.org 

2) Contact the synagogue offi  ce via email with the    
 necessary information at bnaikeshet@bnaikeshet.org

3) Mail or drop off  the information and payment to the  
 synagogue offi  ce, 

 99 S. Fullerton Ave. Montclair, NJ 07042

Tributes

What is a Tribute? A tribute is a great way to tell someone 
you care. Perhaps you wish to acknowledge a life cycle event, 
a simcha, or just let someone know you’re thinking of them. 
Your tribute in celebration or in memory of someone 
will be listed on the website and also on a list distributed 
at Shabbat services. Th e recipient of your tribute will 
receive an immediate e-mail announcement. Nonmember 
recipients will receive a card via US mail. We welcome any 
donation, but suggest that it be given in increments of 
chai, $18.  

Bnai Keshet Bookplate

Celebrate and remember with a Bnai Keshet bookplate. 
Whether it is a life cycle event, a special occasion, or to honor 
a dearly beloved with a lasting memorial, dedicate a Shabbat 
siddur, a humash, or a High Holy Day mahzor to your family 
or friends. A bookplate will be placed in the book of your 
choice along with your personal inscription. Each time the 
book is opened your dedication will be reaffi  rmed.

Celebrate your family and friends or remember a beloved one with a Bnai Keshet donation. 
Whether it is a life cycle event, a special occasion, a remembrance of a beloved person, 

or just to let someone you know that you appreciate them, turn to Bnai Keshet to 
recognize the event or moment. Your donation will also help Bnai Keshet.

Welcome to Non-members for the 
High Holidays

Bnai Keshet welcomes members and non-members 
alike to attend and participate in all of our services.  

We have been committed to this open door policy 
throughout the High Holy Day season since we 

founded our congregation.

It is our belief that we are all enriched by learning 
and praying together, supporting and sustaining 

the Jewish community.  

So please invite family and friends to join us.  As you 
know, in order to have room for everyone, most High 
Holy Day services are held at Central Presbyterian 

Church, 46 Park St., Montclair

We do ask that you reserve in advance and, although 
there is no charge, a contribution is encouraged so 

that we can continue to invite the community 
in the future. 

The registration is on the BK website. 
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Rabbi:  Elliott Tepperman

Director of  Congregational Assistant Rabbi: Rabbi 
Learning: Ariann Weitzman
Co-Presidents:  Martin Fellner &    
      Liz Lipner

VP Religious Life: Margo Bloom
VP Tikkun Olam  Noemi Giszpenc

VP Membership &  Jennifer Atkins and
Community Engagement:  Alvaro Donato

VP Development:  Max Polaner

VP Education:  Cynthia Green

VP Finance:  Brian Saltzman

VP Communications:  Dinah Hendon
Director of Operations:  Stuart Brown
Assistant Director of Operations: Alina Leonardo 

Editors: Laurie Waite-Fellner & 
                                  Melody Kimmel
We welcome articles
Contact Dinah at: dinahhendon@gmail.com

Rabbi Elliott Tepperman
Rabbi’s Study: 973-783-2511
E-mail: rabbielliott@bnaikeshet.org

Rabbi Ariann Weitzman, 
School Offi  ce: 973-746-0244
E-mail: rabbiariann@bnaikeshet.org

Synagogue Offi  ce (Mon. – Fri.)
Synagogue offi  ce: 973-746-4889
Fax: 973-746-4963
E-mail: bnaikeshet@bnaikeshet.org
Website: www.bnaikeshet.org
Please contact Stuart Brown, Director of 
Operations, for more information.


